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A REAL STRATFORD WEDDING
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Two separate sound systems.

One smooth ceremony-to-reception transition.

A dance floor built around the people in the room.

VICTORIA + TALON  |  SEPTEMBER 3, 2023

Personally planned and led by Paul and Jennifer
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01 | BEFORE THE FIRST GUEST WAS SEATED

Two Spaces. Two Setups. One
Connected Plan.
Victoria and Talon were married at Stratford Country Club on a hot,

humid Labour Day weekend, with approximately eighty family

members and friends in attendance.

Their ceremony was scheduled for 3:00 p.m. We arrived at 1:00 p.m.

because the wedding required two complete working areas: one

outside for the ceremony and another inside for cocktail hour, dinner,

formalities and dancing.

Both systems were ready by 2:30. Prelude music was playing

outside, microphones were tested, and the reception setup was fully

prepared before guests began arriving.

THE PRE-EVENT TIMELINE

1:00 PM
Arrival and load-in

1:15 PM
Ceremony and reception systems
positioned

2:15 PM
Microphones, music cues and
backups tested

2:30 PM
Prelude music begins

3:00 PM
Ceremony begins

The wedding should feel ready before the couple or their guests ever need to
think about it.

THE STARLIGHT APPROACH
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02 | THE PLAN MET THE REAL WORLD

When the Weather Changed Guest
Behaviour
The forecast stayed dry, but the heat and humidity changed how guests used the property. Most chose to

remain inside the air-conditioned reception room until only a few minutes before the ceremony.

Rather than leave them waiting in silence, we extended the same soft musical atmosphere indoors. The

change was small, but it mattered: the wedding already felt underway, even before everyone moved outside.

This is the part of wedding work that rarely appears in a package list. A schedule can be perfect on paper,

but the experience still depends on noticing what guests are actually doing and responding without creating

drama.

The ceremony music

WEDDING PARTY A Thousand Years - instrumental arrangement

BRIDE'S ENTRANCE Turning Page - instrumental

REGISTRY SIGNING The Rose

RECESSIONAL Marry You

Prepared does not mean rigid.
The plan stayed intact because the execution adapted.
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03 | THE MOMENT GUESTS NEVER HAD TO NOTICE

The Ceremony Ended. The Music Did Not.
The ceremony itself moved smoothly from the processional through the vows, signing and recessional. Then

came one of the most operationally important moments of the day.

The outdoor ceremony system had to be cleared. Cocktail-hour music had to begin inside. Guests were

already moving, and there was no useful reason for them to experience silence or wait while one person tried

to be in two places.

Because both Paul and Jennifer were present, one of us began clearing the ceremony equipment while the

other immediately started cocktail-hour music in the reception room.

A Ceremony system

Microphones, speaker, music source and
ceremony equipment cleared efficiently after
the recessional.

B Reception system

Cocktail music was already prepared and
could begin as guests arrived inside.

The transition felt simple to the guests because the complexity stayed behind
the scenes.

TWO PROFESSIONALS. TWO CLEAR ROLES.
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04 | READING THE ROOM FROM DINNER THROUGH THE FINAL SONG

Structure Early. Energy Later.
Dinner and speeches rarely unfold at exactly the minute printed on the timeline. When the main course was

briefly delayed, we moved the best man's speech forward. The speech ended just as dinner was ready to be

served.

After the remaining speeches and formal dances, the room opened into a genuinely multigenerational

celebration. An anniversary dance helped bring married couples onto the floor. A spontaneous circle dance

around Victoria became one of the evening's biggest moments. Special requests for the couple's daughter

gave her a chance to steal the show.

The night ended with guests singing along while they left - the kind of ending that feels natural rather than

forced.

01 Anniversary
Dance

A broad, welcoming
way to place
multiple generations
on the dance floor.

02 Spontaneous
Request

An unexpected
circle dance
became a
memorable highlight
rather than a
disruption.

03 Singalong Finish

The final music kept
guests singing as
the celebration
wound down.

THE PRINCIPLE

A strong dance floor is built around the people in the room.
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WHAT THIS STORY MEANS FOR YOUR WEDDING

The Best-Run Moments Often Look
Effortless
Victoria and Talon's wedding was not successful because every minute followed a rigid script. It worked

because the systems, people and decisions were ready before they were needed.

1
One connected plan
Ceremony audio, cocktail music, formalities and dancing were designed as parts of the same experience.

2
Two dedicated professionals
One person could manage a transition without leaving another part of the wedding unattended.

3
Real-time decisions
Weather, timing and spontaneous requests were handled without making the couple manage the response.

4
Music with purpose
The soundtrack supported arrival, ceremony, dinner, formal dances and a multigenerational dance floor.

PLANNING A STRATFORD OR PERTH COUNTY WEDDING?

You enjoy the wedding. We keep everything moving.

CHECK AVAILABILITY starlightdjservices.ca

Our Stratford Country Club Wedding Story 6

https://www.starlightdjservices.ca/availability

