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Whistle Bear
Wedding Guide
What couples should know about the Garden Chapel, reception-
room choice, ceremony audio, timeline resilience and building a
dance floor that works.

Prepared by Paul and Jennifer Nuyens, Starlight DJ Services. We have personally led weddings
in Whistle Bear's Rose, Grandview and Forestview reception rooms. CAMBRIDGE, ONTARIO



S TA R T  W I T H  T H E  V E N U E ,  T H E N  D E S I G N  T H E  F L O W

Why Whistle Bear Works So Well for Weddings

Whistle Bear combines the practicality of an all-in-
one wedding property with the atmosphere of a
country setting. Couples can hold the ceremony,
cocktail hour, dinner and dance on the same
grounds, which removes guest travel between
major parts of the day.

The venue's Garden Chapel provides an open-air
ceremony setting with a retractable peaked roof.
The larger reception rooms each include natural
light and access to private outdoor space, while the
property offers golf-course views, forested areas,
rolling hills and a waterfall for photographs.

Its culinary programme is built around seasonal
Ontario ingredients, table-side entree service and a
menu tasting for the couple. The venue also
includes a lead event coordinator as part of its
wedding packages.

The practical reality

Keeping the entire wedding at one
property makes the day easier for guests,
but it does not remove the need for
coordination. The transitions between
ceremony, cocktail hour, dinner, formalities
and dancing still determine whether the
wedding feels smooth or rushed.

ADDRESS

1316 Dickie

Settlement Road

Cambridge, Ontario

ACCESS

Minutes from Highway

401, with on-site

parking

CEREMONY

Garden Chapel with

retractable roof

RECEPTION

Multiple rooms with

private outdoor areas

DINING

Seasonal cuisine and

table-side entree

service

SUPPORT

Special Events

Consultant and lead

day-of coordinator

What this guide focuses on
Whistle Bear offers several event spaces. This guide
concentrates on the Garden Chapel and the three larger
reception rooms Starlight has personally worked in: Rose,
Grandview and Forestview.
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R O O M  C H O I C E  C H A N G E S  T H E  E N T I R E  R E C E P T I O N

The Three Reception Rooms We Know
Published seating capacities are shown for orientation. Your usable capacity depends on the floor plan,
dance floor, head table, vendor footprint and any staging or displays.

Choose the room for the wedding you are actually having
A larger room is not automatically better. The strongest room is the one that fits your final guest count, keeps important people
close to the formalities and creates enough density for the dance floor to feel alive.

T H E  R O S E  R O O M  &
T E R R A C E

150 PUBLISHED SEATS

Surrounding windows, a
20-foot ceiling, exposed
hand-carved beams,
crystal chandeliers and a
private terrace overlooking
the golf course.

STARLIGHT PLANNING VIEW
A strong choice for couples who
want an elegant room that still
feels connected and intimate. The
terrace is valuable for cocktails,
but the reception timeline should
intentionally draw guests back
inside for entrances, speeches
and dancing.

Plan how guests move from
terrace to formalities.

Keep the DJ and dance floor
visually connected.

Confirm the final floor plan
after guest count is known.

• 

• 

• 

G R A N D V I E W  R O O M  &
G A R D E N S

170 PUBLISHED SEATS

A mirrored 20-foot vaulted
ceiling, carved wood
details, crystal
chandeliers, windows on
two sides, a central
fireplace and a private
garden.

STARLIGHT PLANNING VIEW
Our favourite of the three larger
rooms for reception flow. The
room's proportions and focal
points support a natural
progression from dinner and
speeches into a lively dance floor
without the space feeling
oversized.

Use the fireplace as a visual
anchor for formalities.

Coordinate garden access
around key moments.

Keep photo, venue and DJ
teams aligned before
dancing.

• 

• 

• 

F O R E S T V I E W  R O O M  &
T E R R A C E

350 PUBLISHED SEATS

A grand reception room
with 20-foot ceilings,
exposed pine beams,
casement windows, a
private terrace, golf-course
views and sunsets toward
the nearby forest.

STARLIGHT PLANNING VIEW
The best fit for larger guest lists
and substantial production.
Because the room is expansive,
dance-floor placement, lighting
and the distance between tables,
bar and DJ matter more than they
do in a smaller space.

Do not let the room's size
disperse the party.

Use lighting to create a
warmer evening
environment.

Reserve a proper DJ position
beside the dance floor.

• 

• 

• 
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T H E  G A R D E N  C H A P E L

Beautiful Ceremonies Still
Need Professional Sound
The chapel's retractable roof provides valuable weather
protection, but an open-air ceremony still creates audio
challenges that a small portable speaker cannot reliably solve.

Every guest should hear every
important word

The officiant, vows and readings need clear
microphone coverage. Wind, soft voices, guest
movement and the open sides of the chapel can
reduce intelligibility even when the couple can hear
perfectly at the front.

Music cues must be coordinated, not
guessed

Prelude music, the processional, signing music and
recessional should be documented in a cue sheet.
The person running the audio must know who is
walking, in what order and what visual signal ends
each cue.

The ceremony requires its own system

The reception system will be inside another room.
A separate ceremony rig allows proper placement,
early testing and a smooth transition into cocktail
hour without dismantling the reception setup.

C E R E M O N Y  A U D I O  C H E C K L I S T

The officiant advantage

When Jennifer officiates and Paul handles the ceremony audio, the words, music, processional order
and timing are planned as one connected ceremony rather than passed between separate
providers.

Separate professional ceremony sound system

Wireless microphone for the officiant and vows

A practical plan for readings or guest speakers

Prelude music prepared before guest arrival

Written processional, signing and recessional
cues

Early setup and full sound check

Clear decision-maker for weather changes

A coordinated transition into cocktail hour

PROFESSIONAL CEREMONY AUDIO | PRELUDE TO RECESSIONAL 4



O N E  P R O P E R T Y,  F O U R  D I F F E R E N T  O P E R AT I N G  P H A S E S

Build the Day Around the Handoffs
A Whistle Bear wedding can feel effortless because guests stay on one property. Behind the scenes, the
team still has to manage several precise transitions.

0 1

Ceremony

Guest arrival, prelude music,
microphones, processional

cues, vows, signing and
recessional.

0 2

Cocktail Hour

Guests move to the terrace
or designated area while
ceremony equipment is

cleared and the reception
room is prepared.

0 3

Dinner +
Formalities

Introductions, meals,
speeches, cake cutting,

special dances and
announcements must follow

a flexible but understood
plan.

0 4

Dance Floor

The room changes from
formal dining into a

celebration with broad
appeal early and stronger

energy later.

Who should own each transition?

VENUE TEAM Meal service, room readiness, bar operations, venue logistics and the official room schedule.

PHOTO + VIDEO Coverage of each formal moment, portrait timing and communication before leaving the property.

DJ + MC Music, microphones, announcements, formalities, room energy and the sequence into open
dancing.

OFFICIANT Legal ceremony, ceremony order and coordination of the wedding party before the processional.

ONE LEAD
CONTACT

A single person empowered to adjust the timeline when the plan meets reality.

The couple should not be the communications hub
Your job is to be married and spend time with your guests. Someone else should know the complete plan, notice when it changes
and coordinate the right vendors before a formal moment begins.

THE DAY FEELS EASY WHEN THE HANDOFFS ARE CONTROLLED 5



20
T H E  B U F F E R  R U L E

Build 15-20 Minutes of Resilience Into the
Evening

Premium venues run detailed service schedules. On a busy wedding day, a meal or transition can move
slightly without anyone doing anything wrong. The timeline should be strong enough to absorb that
movement.

Protect the moments that cannot be
repeated

Plan precisely

Everyone should know the intended
order, estimated timing and people
required for each moment.

Watch continuously

A timeline only works when someone
is comparing the plan with what is
actually happening in the room.

Adjust quietly

The couple should experience a
smooth wedding, not a running
commentary about every operational
change.

Do not end photography exactly at a formal
moment
If the photographer is contracted until 8:00 p.m., do

not schedule the cake cutting or first dance for 8:00

p.m.

Decide what can move
Cake cutting, first dance and parent dances can often

move earlier or later without affecting guests.

Keep the right people informed
Venue coordinator, photographer, DJ/MC and planner

should know about a delay before the couple does.

Use one point person
One person should be authorised to make a sensible

adjustment without convening a committee.

Do not let a schedule change become a bride-and-
groom problem
Good vendors solve the issue quietly and present the

couple with a simple next step.

A real example from Whistle Bear

At one wedding, dinner was running later
than the original timeline and the
photographer's contracted coverage was
getting close to its end. The cake cutting
was still scheduled after dessert.

Jennifer noticed the conflict, coordinated
with the couple and the other professionals,
and moved the cake cutting forward while
everyone was already waiting. The
photographer captured the moment, the
reception continued, and the couple did not
have to step away from their guests to
manage it.

The lesson: the best wedding timelines are
not rigid. They are clear enough to guide the
day and flexible enough to protect the
moments that matter.

REAL WHISTLE BEAR EXAMPLE

PLAN THE TIMELINE | PROTECT THE MOMENTS | ADAPT QUIETLY 6



A F T E R  D I N N E R ,  T H E  R O O M  H A S  A  N E W  J O B

Design the Dance Floor Before
the Wedding Day
A beautiful ballroom does not automatically create a strong party.
Room layout, guest density, lighting and the relationship between
the DJ, bar and dance floor all influence whether people stay
engaged.

Keep the DJ beside the dance floor

The DJ should be able to see faces, body language
and movement without looking across guest tables.
Real-time room reading is much harder when the
booth is isolated from the people dancing.

Do not let the terrace split the party

Private terraces and gardens are a major venue
advantage. Once dancing begins, the timeline and
music should deliberately draw guests back inside
rather than allowing the reception to divide into
separate groups.

Use lighting to change the room

The reception should not look exactly the same at
midnight as it did during dinner. Dance lighting and
well-placed uplighting help the room shift from
elegant dining to celebration without overpowering
the venue.

Match production to the room

Rose and Grandview can feel energetic with a
moderate guest count because the spaces are
naturally more contained. Forestview may require
more deliberate lighting, speaker placement and
guest clustering to avoid a visually empty dance
floor.

Build broad appeal before narrowing
the music

Whistle Bear weddings often include several
generations. Recognisable songs bring more
people together early. As older guests leave and
the crowd changes, the music can become more
current and energetic.

Let great songs breathe

A wedding dance floor is not a DJ demonstration.
Guests should have enough time to recognise, sing
and dance to the songs they love before the night
moves forward.

Our Whistle Bear production priorities

Professional sound appropriate to the room, wireless speech microphones, a booth adjacent to the
dance floor, tasteful dance lighting, optional uplighting, complete backup equipment and two
professionals who can manage the room and the timeline at the same time.

A GREAT DANCE FLOOR IS DESIGNED - NOT LEFT TO CHANCE 7



B E F O R E  T H E  F I N A L  P L A N N I N G  M E E T I N G

Questions Worth Answering in
Writing
A verbal assumption is not a plan. These questions should be resolved and
shared with the vendors responsible for the answer.

W H I S T L E  B E A R  E X P E R I E N C E ,  P E R S O N A L LY  D E L I V E R E D

Paul Handles the Room. Jennifer
Protects the Flow.
We have personally worked in the Rose, Grandview and Forestview rooms.
Paul manages the sound, music, MC duties and dance floor. Jennifer
manages the timeline, vendors and important transitions - and can also
serve as your licensed Ontario wedding officiant.

Starlight wedding experiences begin at $2,800 plus HST. We accept only
one wedding per weekend.

CHECK YOUR DATE

Scan to check availability

Accuracy note: Venue descriptions and published capacities were verified in July 2026 using Whistle Bear Golf Club and Pearle Weddings. Confirm all final room,
capacity, menu, access and policy details directly with the venue. This independent guide is produced by Starlight DJ Services and is not affiliated with or
endorsed by Whistle Bear Golf Club or Pearle Hospitality.
Starlight DJ Services | 519-878-9998 | paul@starlightdjservices.ca | starlightdjservices.ca 

Which reception room and exact floor plan are
confirmed?

What is the final seated capacity after the dance floor
and vendors are included?

When can the ceremony and reception teams access
their spaces?

Who decides whether the Garden Chapel roof or weather
plan changes?

Where will cocktail hour take place, and how will guests
move there?

Where is the DJ positioned relative to the dance floor?

Are any guest tables located directly in front of the
speakers?

Who provides ceremony microphones and music
playback?

Who holds and manages the microphone during
speeches?

When do the photographer and videographer contracts
end?

Which formalities can move if dinner runs later than
planned?

Who is authorised to adjust the reception timeline?

Are other events scheduled on the property that day? How will the venue communicate any meal-service timing
changes?

What hotel blocks, shuttle options or transportation
plans are arranged?

When will the final vendor timeline be circulated?

YOUR WEDDING SHOULD FEEL EFFORTLESS - BECAUSE THE WORK WAS DONE BEFOREHAND 8

https://www.starlightdjservices.ca/availability
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